
Index
2003

November 2003
U.S. ICE Raids Wal-Mart
I-9 Issues 
NSEERS’ One-Year Anniversary 
National Benefits Center to Process All Family-

Based Cases 
US-VISIT: Biometric Data to be Taken at all 

Ports of Entry 
Fast Track Trade Acts and Their Effect on the 

Availability of H-1B Visas 

September 2003
Changes for FY2004 
Sunset of H-1B Provisions 
Potential Waiver of the Machine Readable 

Passport Deadline 
Visa Lottery Reminder 
What’s in a Name? 

August 2003
Significant Changes to L and H-1B Visa Clas-

sifications Contemplated by Congress 
Machine Readable Passports Required for Visa 

Waiver Entrants  	
Significant Delays in Visa Processing at U.S. 

Consulates 	
Significant Delays in Processing at BCIS 	
LCA Audits Reportedly on the Increase 
”Transit Without Visa” Option No Longer Avail-

able 	
Credentials Certification Required for Nonimmi-

grant Health Care Professionals 
Visa Lottery Scheduled for November and 

December 2003 	

March 2003
The Demise of INS 	
Effects of the War in Iraq 	
Closures/Delays at U.S. Embassies and Consul-

ates 	
Effects of War on Domestic Travelers 	
Interviews of Thousands of Iraqi-Born Individu-

als in U.S. 	
Detention of Asylum Seekers 	

February 2003
Special Registration (“NSEERS”) Procedures, 

Continued 
More on Arrests at Registration 	
Visas to be Required for All Canadian Landed 

Immigrants 	

2002
December 2002

Freeze Placed on I-485s, I-131s, Naturalization 
Applications 	

Special Registration Procedures, Continued 
Arrests of Formerly Out-of-Status Nonimmi-

grants who Appear for Registration 
New Requirements to be Implemented for Cer-

tain Nonimmigrant Health Care Workers 
Update on Homeland Security 	

November 2002
Special Registration Procedures, Continued 
Change of Address Forms (Form AR-11) 	
Third-Country National Visa Applications Sus-

pended at U.S. Consulate in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico 

Increase in Machine-Readable Visa Fee 	
Delays in Obtaining Social Security Numbers 

September 2002
Concurrent Filing of Forms I-140 and I-485 

Now Permitted 	
Diversity Visa Lottery Begins Oct. 7 
Annual INS Internal Audit, Sept  23 - Oct  4 
Online INS Status Inquiries 	
Special Registration Procedures Implemented 
Increases in INS and Consular Processing 

Times 
Increased Scrutiny of L-1B and Certain H-1B 

petitions 

July 2002
Notification of Change of Address 	
Fingerprinting of Certain Visitors to the United 

States 	
Processing Delays/Security Checks 
End of Visa Exemptions for Canadian Residents 

who are British Commonwealth Citizens 

April 2002
Evidence of Registration to be Carried at All 

Times	
Lengthy Visa Processing Abroad	
Interviews of 5,000+ Young Men Being Con-

ducted	
INS Restructuring Planned	
Employment Authorization Available for 

Spouses of L and E Visa Holders
Relaxed Blanket L Rules	
Increased INS Filing Fees	
Schengen Visa Requirements 	
Department of State Regulations Regarding Visa 

Applications in Canada and Mexico 
INS Policy Regarding Advance Parole 
Update on Employment by E and L Spouses 
Department of Labor Policy Regarding Layoffs 

and Labor Certification 

2000
November 2000

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES MADE TO IMMI-
GRATION LAWS	

Raised H-1B Cap and Increased Portability
$1000 Filing Fee	
Mergers and Acquisitions	
Visa Waiver Program Made Permanent

 March 2000
H-1B Cap on the Horizon 	
New Legislation May Provide Relief
Other H-1B News 	
INS Processing Delays Continue	
What’s This We Hear About Amnesty??

1999
July 1999

Green Cards for Chinese and Indian Employees: 
Update

Change in Advance Parole Regulations for Hs 
and Ls	

H-1B Cap Reached 	

March 1999
H-1B VISA AVAILABILITY WARNING!!	
Plan Ahead for INS and Labor Department 

Processing Delays	
Reduction in Acceptable Documents to Prove 

Work Authorization on Form I-9	
Unlawful Presence: What Is It, and What Does 

it Mean for Your Employees?	
Avoiding the Pitfalls of Unauthorized Employ-

ment	
INS Proposed Fee Increases	

1998
September 1998

H-1B NEWS	
INS Raises Processing Fees	
Visa Lottery to be Held  Oct. 1 – Oct. 31, 1998
Effects of Terrorist Bombings on U.S. Immigra-

tion	

  March 1998
H-1B CAP TO BE REACHED AGAIN THIS 

YEAR!!	
New Filing Procedures for Labor Condition 
Applications for H-1Bs	
Green Cards for Chinese and Indian Employees 
Labor Certification Issues: 	
The Reduction in Recruitment Option	
INS Raises Processing Fee for Naturalization


